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President’s Piece 

Hello and welcome to the March edition of Prism, and in particular, the warmest of welcomes to our new 
members Peter Moodie, Joy Melchiori, Di Fitzgerald, Sheridan Scott, Martin Riley and Kathie Overeem. 

March is a busy month for QCG with plenty of opportunities for members to take photos, learn and improve.   

You committee has been working extraordinarily hard behind the scenes to bring you the following: 

. Gaye Edwards – what doesn’t she do, but amongst other things, researching and tinkering with 
website design;  the club will be advised mid-March on whether it has been successful in Council’s Building 
Stronger Communities Grant, the object of which is to help the club improve membership including amongst 
other things updating our website;  we have a one in four chance of being successful, so with such low 
odds, Gaye has begun looking at what we need to update so that we may be on the front foot either way 
when this announcement is made.  If anyone in the club has experience in website design, or has a family 
member they could lend us, please contact Gaye Edwards. 

. David Bullock – taken over Prism amongst myriad other responsibilities including competitions 
officer;   

. Tony Fitz – Tony has taken over organising the speaker’s calendar and is very capably fitting that in 
to and around his family life, plus, he takes the most amazing shots for Prism creating permanent visual 
records for the club; 

. Esther Andrews – ever so thoughtfully and enthusiastically arranging our photo shoot outings, the 
first of which is a double-header to the Mt Coot-tha Botanical Gardens and the Lunar New Year Rooftop 
Party; 

. John Edwards – we really need to bottle this man;  John liaised with the club regarding our 
successful PSQ grant application ($500 toward the Print Project);  John is also coordinating our 
Queenslander’s and BCC Library exhibitions as well as handling all booking aspects of our Focus Group 
Workshops. 

. Max Biddlestone – for a club to run with a no cost/low cost philosophy you need a financial whiz to 
oversee the books;  Max’s forecasting is second to none and along with his membership records, we are 
better able than many other clubs to effectively plan and manage the long-term future of QCG. 

. Carol Clarke – Carol has taken over the non-committee role of membership officer, and just in time 
too with our flood of new members; new name badges is the next job on Carol’s list; 

. Phil Lawrence and Roger Bartlett – non-committee roles of co-ordinators of the 2018 Print Project;  
Stef Dunn’s February workshop providing feedback on entries was enormously successful and rewarding for 
those who were able to make it along; 

. Deborah Knott – non-committee role of grants coordinator, a terrific wordsmith bringing her writing 
prowess to a Gambling Community Benefit Fund grant application on behalf of the club. 

. Margaret Whyte and Jane McMenamin – our recent member survey saw our suppers given a whole-
hearted 10 out of 10! 

. Paul Harrop – liaison for the Tri-Nations Competition to be held soon. 

         Continued over page… 
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Member survey feedback 

Last year the club surveyed members in an effort to find ways to enhance the membership experience at QCG.  I would like to 
thank you if you participated in the survey – it is very helpful for the committee as it means we make decisions less by feel and 
more by actual. 

Queries from our members regarding impact and nature judging caught our attention so much so that it was obvious the 
answers should be shared with all members.  Read on for the queries from members and the background to each: 

"For end of year comps - to be able to listen to judges' comments/conversation - very helpful constructive comments 
help us improve." 

and 

"Impact Judging at the end of the year needs to be looked at closely.  Currently even if an image receives the highest 
score from judges, it may still miss out on a place in the second round.  If an image is a standout, leave it alone.  Only 
call back those images that have equal scores." 

Impact panel judging is used in our final competitions of the year, when the Annual Print and Annual DPI are judged.  The 
excerpt from the handbook describes the entries for these competitions: 

ANNUAL DIGITAL PROJECTED IMAGES & ANNUAL PRINT COMPETITIONS Subjects: Creative, Nature, Pictorial, Social 
Documentary (including title). Held at the end of each year, both Annual Competitions are graded, with members invited to enter 
up to two (2) digitally projected images, and up to two (2) prints in each subject section. ENTRIES WHICH HAVE WON A 
PLACE IN A PREVIOUS ANNUAL COMPETITION ARE NOT ELIGIBLE, but entries from the current year's Monthly 
Competitions may be entered again.  

Panel competitions – where images are judged by a panel of judges – are included so that members can experience what a 
national or international competition is like.  Panel judges often choose this style of judging because they may prefer not to 
speak or explain themselves.  Some are also self-conscious if asked to have their discussion heard.  
 
Impact judging describes a style of judging where all images in a category are paraded before a panel of judges.  The judges 
score each image based on its initial impact (the famous WOW factor) and each judge provides a score electronically which is 
then tallied with the other judges’ scores.  Via a monitor, the audience can see each judge’s score and the tallied score (but 
never knows which judge gave what score).  Immediately after, the judges are advised of the tallied scores.  Often there is a 
‘winner’ with the top score and a handful of others with slightly lower scores.  The judges decide what range of tallied scores 
they wish to call back for review, and the real business of judging begins.  The judges now confer amongst each other as to first, 
second and third place.  Sometimes the image with the highest score on initial impact judging does not finish up the winner – 
the judges, with more time to review and in consultation with each other, sometimes award the top prize to an image which 
scored lower on the impact judging. 
 
So why does the top scorer not always automatically win?  Well, the first scorings are usually rough (either high or low) to sort 
the wheat from the chaff so only the best are called back. It’s difficult to declare an outright winner without considered viewing of 
each image. The ones that grab your attention are scored higher than others so on the callback they can be compared at length 
with other high scorers. It’s part of the game of impact judging and worth experiencing.  

.  I am a new member and was bit confused by some of the images entered in the Nature category.  I assume that the plants 
and animals were native to the country where the photo was taken, as some of the plants at least would be classified as weeds 
in Australia.  So it would be really useful if the photographer could state where the photo was actually taken. 

This is a good question to discuss because at QCG, Nature competitions are always judged by Impact Panels, and as explained 
above, no feedback is given by judges. 
 
At QCG there are rarely ‘rules’ on the content of competition images.  The exception is Nature.  Again, with the subject of 
Nature, there are no definitive rules.  Our club does, however, follow the guidelines of the Australian Photographic Society and 
our handbook provides a summary of that definition and a link to their guidelines.  Our judge coordinator provides the QCG 
definition to our panel judges so that they understand QCG’s `definition` of Nature. Also, by providing these guidelines, QCG 
members can have some reassurance that their images meet national and international competition guidelines.  Currently there 
is no APS requirement for photographers to state where their image was taken, so this is reflected also in the QCG guidelines. 
 
 
Anne Pappalardo 
President, Queensland Camera Group 
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Awards 
 
Congratulations to Paul Harrop, Donald Bryant and Ben Stoffl who were unable to attend the QCG Annual Dinner at the end of 
last year and were presented with their awards by QCG President Anne Pappalardo at the February meetings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos by Esther Andrews 
 
Guest Speaker Fred Husted 
February 1st 
 
Last year Fred Husted gave a riveting talk on sports photography and QCG 
was very privileged to have Fred back as first speaker for this year. This 
time Fred chose to talk on another great passion of his, Travel Photography. 
He has travelled widely and had many humorous stories to tell along with 
excellent travel photography tips and advice.  
Practice a lot! Photograph it every way you can!  
Fred only travels with one camera and 3 lenses. Leave all the just in case 
stuff at home. 
Get up early and stay up late and try not to shoot at midday! 
Fred edits every photo in Lightroom starting with the Develop module. He 
usually lowers highlights, raises shadows and increases contrast. Edit 
photos to improve them not to save them! 
And most importantly, there is no photo worth taking if it puts you in danger. 
 
Article by Editor with notes from Solveig Gillis, photo by Ken Butler 
 
Scapes and Open, judged by Understudy Judge Tryg Helander (Toowoomba Camera Club) 
Thursday 15th February 
 
Understudy judge Tryg Helander and mentor John Stewart (former president Toowoomba Camera Club) travelled from 
Toowoomba to provide feedback on QCG’s first competition for the year, Scapes and Open. 
 
Tryg is an avid lifetime photographer, veteran ex-Navy Intelligence Analyst and professional photographer who made no 
apologies for his expectation of technically correct images!  Such is Tryg’s 
own attention to detail he helpfully provided his written feedback on all prints 
and DPIs, meticulously recorded and tabled – a very unusual bonus which we 
thoroughly appreciated.  Amongst other points Tryg made throughout his 
review of images, the following were of note: 
 
. If there is a printing defect in your image don’t hesitate to contact 
your supplier; 
. Time of day will affect your image – with middle of the day creating a 
`flat’ image; aim for the popular early morning or sunset for best lighting 
situations; 
. Consider bracketing to nail your exposure; 
. Masking is your friend in Lightroom; 
. Watch for sensor spots, banding (particularly in the sky) and noise – 
dealing with each of these issues will elevate your image up the rankings. 
 
Article by Anne Pappalardo, photo by Ken Butler 
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February Competition Honours and Merits 
 
Scapes 
 
Prints Peter Moodie   Where Ice Meets Rock   Honour  B 

 Alan Don   Spitzkoppen, Namibia   Merit  AB 

 Solveig Gillis   Glass House Mountains   Merit  A 

 Rodney Nancarrow  The Dammed Gordon   Merit  A 

 Jane McMenamin   Afternoon At The Coast   Merit  A 

 Anne Pappalardo   Where I’d Rather Be…   Merit  A 
 Rob Dearden   The Wanaka Tree   Merit  A 

 Ben Stoffl   Ormiston Gorge    Merit  A 

 Gaye Edwards   Run For Cover    Merit  A 

 Phil Lawrence   Approaching Rialto Bridge   Merit  A 

 Tony FitzGerald   A Many Layered Place   Honour  A 
 
DPIs Peter Moodie   Desert Dune Of Peru   Merit  B 

 Paul Harrop   Oban Scotland    Merit  A 

 Solveig Gillis   Wynnum Jetty    Merit  A 

 Rodney Nancarrow  Cook’s View    Merit  A 

 Phil Lawrence   Dawn Over North Head Island  Merit  A 
 Gaye Edwards   Tree Change    Merit  A 

 Max Biddlestone   Sawyer Bay    Merit  A 

 Ross Miles   CBD Dreaming    Merit  A 

 Rob Dearden   Castle Hill Rocks    Honour  A 

 Ken Butler   That Tree    Honour  A 
 

Open 

 
Prints Peter Moodie   Fortress Walls Of Sara Catalina Monastery Honour  B 

 Alan Don   There’s Always One Rugged Individualist Merit & Most Apt Title AB 

 Rob Dearden   Sarah     Merit  A 

 Anne Pappalardo   You Forgot The Milk   Merit  A 

 Tony FitzGerald   Back In The Fast Lane   Merit  A 

 Ben Stoffl   At The Town Gate   Merit  A 
 Solveig Gillis   Daylily Anthers    Merit  A 

 Phil Lawrence   Ageless Beauty    Merit  A 

 Ken Butler   Welcoming A Little Sister   Merit  A 

 Paul Harrop   Australian Tiger Dragonfly   Merit  A 

 Gaye Edwards   Speak No Evil    Merit  A 
 Betty Collerson   Pretty In Blue    Honour  A 

 Rodney Nancarrow  Precious Drops    Honour  A 

 
DPIs Peter Moodie   Humming Bird On Suasi Island  Merit  B 

 Sam Malone   What Are You Looking At?   Merit  B 

 Lynda Pickstone   Strands Of Silk    Merit  AB 
 Gaye Edwards   The Birds Nest    Merit  A 

 Tony FitzGerald   Scruffy     Merit  A 

Competitions & Events 
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Rodney Nancarrow  Long Boarder    Merit  A 

 Paul Harrop   Out Of The Blue    Merit  A 

 Jane McMenamin   Flying To The Finish   Merit  A 

 Betty Collerson   Capable Hands    Merit  A 
 Ben Stoffl   Drink Day    Merit  A 

 Ken Butler   Showtime    Merit  A 

 Ross Miles   Phantom Feet    Merit  A 

 Phil Lawrence   Fashionista    Honour & Most Apt Title A 
 
 
March Competition Guidelines 
Please note: in all competitions the same image must not be submitted as a projected image and a print. 

REPEATING SHAPES: No set definition – you are encouraged to use your imagination and interpret this subject in your own 
unique style. 
OPEN: Any subject that is treated pictorially, embodying the elements of good design, arrangement or composition, and which 
reflects the personal interpretation of the photographer. 
Note: An image entered for Open should not be able to be entered for the set subject i.e. not an obvious repeating shapes image for March  
Open.  
Guidelines for Entering Monthly Competitions 
Full guidelines for entering QCG Competitions can be found on page 2 of the Handbook: 
 
 http://www.qcg.org.au/pages/handbook.pdf 
 
Please note the naming convention for your DPI files: Subject_Title_Maker_Grade.jpg 
 

(e.g., Landscape_Sunset_John Smith_Agr.jpg) 
 

 

  
Upcoming Events  
 
 
Thurs 1 Mar 
  
Thurs 15 Mar 
 
Sat 17 Mar 
 
Thurs 22 Mar 
 
Sun 25 Mar 
 

 
GUEST SPEAKER: BEN STOFFL – how to enjoy photo competitions! 
 
COMPETITION Judging: REPEATING SHAPES and OPEN 
 
PORTRAIT GROUP 1pm-3pm, The Hub, Mt Ommaney 
 
FOCUS GROUP 7pm-9pm, Kenmore Library 
 
CLUB PHOTOSHOOT 
 

 
Entries Due: Repeating Shapes & Open 

 
Thurs 5 Apr 
 
Thurs 19 Apr 
 
Sat 21 Apr 
 
Wed 25 Apr 
 
Thurs 26 Apr 
 

 
GUEST SPEAKER: TBA 
 
COMPETITION Judging: A TOUCH OF RED and OPEN 
 
PORTRAIT GROUP 1pm-3pm, The Hub, Mt Ommaney 
  
CLUB PHOTOSHOOT – ANZAC Day 
 
FOCUS GROUP 7pm-9pm, Kenmore Library 
 

 
Entries Due: A Touch of Red & Open (Set Subject in memory 
of Stewart Parker)  
 

 
 

Special Interest Group Meetings 
 
Portraiture Saturday 17 March Saturday 21 April  Saturday 19 May 
 
Focus Group Thursday 22 March Thursday 26 April  Thursday 24 May 
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Portrait Group 
Saturday 17 February 2018 
 
The QCG Portrait Group's first session for the year was well attended 
by both regulars and brand new members.  Our newbies paid close 
attention to instructions and the examples set by others and should be 
pleased with their results. Our wonderful young model, Abi (now a uni 
student) was previously photographed by the group when she was still 
at primary school. It was a happy reunion. Phil is shown directing Abi in 
a very active pose.  Next meeting is Saturday 17th March. Watch for 
email reminders. 
 

Article and photo by Gaye Edwards 
 

 
Focus Group Wednesday 21st February & QCG Print Project 
 
The PRINT PROJECT 2018 participants were treated to another valuable talk and discussion with Stef Dunn at the last Focus 
Group meeting, Wednesday 21 February. Stef is a Brisbane based professional photographer who has generously given his 
time to the club to provide guidance for those taking part in this year’s project. At this meeting Stef gave a brief talk about a 
number of aspects of entering a body of work in an Exhibition; Artist Statements, guidelines for preparing for an Exhibition such 
as Opening night invitations and speakers, wall cards and hanging an exhibition just to mention a few. We were reminded of the 
need for early and thorough preparation of all aspects and went away feeling inspired by Stef’s enthusiasm for print exhibitions.  
 
Stef then spent the remainder of the night with all participants individually, discussing their project concept, Artist Statements, 
and looking at example photographs where they were available. We all went away with positive ideas about the way forward. 
 
Anne Pappalardo explained the costs of running an Exhibition and the financial burden on a small Club such as QCG. 
Fundraising has been going on for some time, with a PSQ Grant for $500 being received, $200 donated by Frontier Digital, and 
several hundred dollars from various raffles. Stef also offered $100 to help with costs, much to the appreciation of those 
present. Participants were asked to donate $20 each towards costs and this was accepted.  
 
Participants will now continue with their individual projects with a view to meeting again with Stef in May to look at progress.  
 
A parting message from Stef was “to have fun with your project”!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Article by Phil Lawrence, photos by Tony FitzGerald 
 

  

Recaps 
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Photoshoot Outing to Mt Coottha Gardens 
 
The last Sunday in February a lovely group of 17 were greeted by sunshine rather than the pouring rain of previous days.  It 
may have become hot and steamy, but we, and the many others in the gardens, were pleased to be outside looking for 
interesting things.  We met in the cafe and had a discussion about our hopes and thoughts for the morning. Special thanks to 
Paul who was able to give us lots of advice about these gardens. 
 
Some had come really early and enjoyed some cooler time but we all went back to take some more photos.  The lily ponds were 
the first place for many of us.  The lilies are beautiful with some lovely colours.  Frogs were found and our macro skills were 
tested.  The dragonflies taunted us as they darted around, and we wondered about how much energy we had to chase the 
butterflies. 
 
We then went our various ways, checking out everything from the arid zone to the forest trees.  Flowers and fungi were added 
to the frogs, birds and berries to the butterflies.  The hunt was on for repeating shapes while a touch of red seemed to be 
everywhere.  
  
We met again after a couple of hours and everyone was happily showing off their favourite images. 
   
The outing to the Lunar New Year party was deferred for a week.  A report on it will have to wait for the next edition of Prism.  
  
Please say if you have any ideas about where you would like to go for an outing, or what sort of things you would like to 
photograph and I’ll see if I can find a place. 
 
Article by Esther Andrews 

 
Photos by Gaye Edwards and Jane McMenamin 

 
Photos by David Bullock 
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